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Minister for Finance; Commerce; Small Business

Hon Simon O'Brien MLC

Our Ref: 29-18591

l\4r Oliver l\,4oon
Chief Executive Officer
Combined Smal l  Bus iness
PO Box 253
JOONDALUP WA 69 '19

Dear l\,4r l\,4oon

Al l iance of  WA lnc.

NATIONAL MODEL WORK HEALTH AND SAFETY LAWS

Thank you for your letter dated 3 June
poieniial impact of the model work health
me to respond on his behalf.

2011 out l in ing your  concerns about  the
and safety laws. The fty'inister has asked

I note that you are particularly concerned about the effect that the N,4odel Work Health
and Safety Regulations ('the Model Regulations') will have on operators in the small
business sector.

I share your concerns about the impact on small business and can assure you that
the Western Australian Government is making every effort to keep the regulatory
burden to a minimum while at the same time making sure that the high standards of
occupational health and safety we currently have in Western Australia are not
erooeo.

In its recent submission on the L4odel Regulations, the Department of Commerce
made a number of references to the impact the lvlodel Regulations would be likely to
have on small business operators both in terms of additional costs and increased
regulatory burden.

In particular, the Department expressed the view that, to date, the harmonisation
process has clearly considered the large business sector (as represented by
cross-jurisdictional operators) but in the process will be likely, albeit perhaps
inadvertently, to place a significant burden on those outside the large sector, without
any identifiable off-settlng benefits.

The Department also highlighted in its submission the fact that the proposed incfease
ln the administrative requirements in areas such as notification and registration would
lmpose additional costs on industry that would be likely to impact disproportionately
on smal l  bus iness.
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I am pleased to report that as a consequence of the comments the Department and
others have made in this regard, significant changes are being made to reduce the
amount of red tape, and consequently the potential costs for industry, in the final
version of the Model Regulations.

In closing, I would like to reassure the Combined Small Business Alliance of Western
Australia lnc that the Western Australian Government will continue to Dress for an
outcome that takes full account of the needs of the small business communitv.

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to respond to your concerns.

Yours

26 .rtlt 20tl
EAC



Senator rhe Hon

EricAbetz
Leader of ihe Opposir ion rn the Senare

Shadow M n ster {or Emp cyment and Workplace Relations
Liberal Senator lor lasman a

I l ' '  Juoe .  1011

Mr Oljver Moon
Chief Executive Ofler
Combincd Sural) Business Ail iaacc of WA
PO Box 253
JOONDALUP \\'A 6919

Dear Nlr Moon

Thank t'ou fbr vour rcaent correspondence oo the tlerhaul ofrvorkplace relations laxs.

You ha\ e outl incd n rrumber oi ker areas ofc( 'ncem that lhc Corl i ton is kceping a close eve
on ,

As r.ou $ ould bc a$ are- $ e are cunenlly looking to the u ider c(rmmunity to nl jke the case
f'or change in the $orkpl3ce relations space.

I note that you have associated vourself closell, r!ith the comments ofthe Chamber of
Commerce and Indusrry* in Westem Austraiia \\ho recentlv put for[,ard a comprehensive
policy paper.

I look fon\ ard to a conlrnued dialogue on induslrial relations. Please feel fiee lo contact mv
ponfolro adr iser. Josh Manuatu on (02) 6277 l0l 9 or iosh.manuatul.!!pb,qo! -aL

Again, thank you for taking the t ime to write to me on this ver) ' inlportant issue.

Yours sjncerely

,Z
Eric Abetz
Lcader ofthe Opposition in the Senate
Shado$ \linistcr for Emplo) m€ot and \A'orkplace Relrtions
Liberal Senator for Tasmania

...advancingTasmania's interests.
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Minister for Financei Commerce; Small Business
Hon Simon O'Brien MLC

Your ref 29 18576

lvlr Oliver Moon
Chief Executive Officer
Combined Small Business Alliance of WA (lnc)
PO Box 253
JOONDALUP WA 6919

Dear lt4r [4d-on 
'ry'

BUDGET FOR THE SMALL BUSINESS COMMISSIONER

Thank you for your letter dated 2 June 20'11 in relation to the budget
allocation of $300,000 outlined for the Small Business Development
Corporation (SBDC) against the Small Business Commissioner item in the
20 '11/12 State Budget .

As I discussed in my correspondence of 4 April 2011 to your Vice President,
l\4r Rod Henderson. the Government is committed to the successful
establishment and ongoing operation of the Commissioner.

The SBDC has made adequate provision in its budget for the forthcoming
year to allow for:

. the recruitment and remuneration of the Commissionerl

. the recruitment of an appropriately qualified dispute resolution team;

. marketing, legal and communications expenses; and

. Government subsidised mediation for formal mediation cases.

Funding the new service will not impact on the current functions of the SBDC.

It is expected that some recurrent funding will be required to maintain the
service into the future. Once the service is in operation and a more accurate
understanding has been gained of the volume of complaints being received,
the Government will undertake a review of funding arrangements and address
any further resource needs in a future budget round.
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I hope this allays your concerns regarding this matter.

Yours sincerely

tr. 1-_
I _,*.- -n'

SIMON O'BRIEN MLC 
2 O JUN 2011

MINISTER FOR FINANCE; COMMERCE; SMALL BUSINESS



Government of Western Australia
Depanment of Commerce
Consumer Protection

O!r  Ref :

Enquides:

42441 7 79 |CPI t 8341 241 Ot 5)

Amanda Blackwel 3282 0587
Karen Keyser 9282 05/0

15 Ju ly  2011

l\,4r Oliver Moon
Chief Execulive Oflicer
Combined Small Business All iance of WA
PO Box 253
JOONDALUP DC WA 6919

Dear lt.4r l\,4oon

COMMERCIAL TENANCY - IMPROVING ACCESS TO LEASE INFORMATION

As you may be aware, the Government is proposing to make a range of amendmenls to the
Cammercial Tenancy (Retail Shops) Agreements Act 1985 lthe Act) with a view to
improving the retail shop lenancy rights of small business. The Govefnment has introduced
an amendnrent Bil l lnto the Parliament and is hopeful that it wil l be passed in the spring
sitt ings this year.

The Governmenl is also cornmitted to considering further options for improving access to
ntormation about retail leases in Weslern Auslralia.

The Depadment of Commerce released a Posil ion Paper in September 2010, which sought
feedback on an option to require landlords n fetail shopping centres to maintain a register
of re evant tenant lease details for view by existing and potential tenants. Analysis of the
submissions received from industry participants indicated that lhere was limited support for
this model. Therefore, the Government does not intend to progress with this particular
orooosal.

Dunng the course of various reviews and consultations, industry padicipants have made a
number of alternate suggestions to improve acc€ssibil i ty to lease information in the retail
tenancy market. Consequently the enclosed Consultation Paper outl ines four options:

. Optron 1 - Increased valuer access to information;

. Option 2 - Public lease register;

. Oplion 3 - Mandatory registration on land tit lei and

. ODtion 4 - Status ouo.

There has been strong interest in this issue and widely diverging views on the best meihod
of improving transparency in respect lo retail lease information.

. . . t2
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I would encourage you to have your say through this consultation process, and assure you
that the fu range of feedback received wil l be considered carefully. The information
obtained frorn this consultation and the further analysrs of mpacts wil l be used to prepare a
'Decisron - Regu alory lmpact Statement (Decision RIS). in accordance wrth the
requ rements of the slate s Regulatory Gatekeeping unrt

This Decis on RIS wil l identify the preferred option and the reasons for lts selection. The
Decison RIS wil l be prov ded to the Government to assist in determining whch proposal
wil l be implemented.

lf you wish to provde feedback n relatron to the enclosed Consultaton Paper please
forward yoLrr comments to the following address by 19 August 2011:

Amanda Blackwell / Karen Keyser
Legal Policy Off cers
Depadment of Commerce
Consumer Protectron Division
Locked Bag 14
Cloisters Square WA 6850

Amanda.Blackwell@commerce wa.gov au (Monday, Fr day)
or
Karen. Keyser@commerce.wa gov.au (Tuesday. Thursday)

An electronrc copy of the Consultation Paper is also available on the Department of
Commerces website at the follow ng address http //www.commerce.wa gov au/
ConsumerProtection/Content/Resources/Consu tat ons.htm

Yo{s s ncerely

)

Anne Dr scoll
COMI'IISSIONER FOR CONSUMER PROTECTION

att



Government of Western Australia
Department of the Premier and Cabinet

Mr Oliver lvloon
Chief Executive Officer
Combined Small Business Alliance of WA
PO Box 253
JOONDALUP WA 6919

Dear N.4r Moon

I wish to inform you that the l\.4inister for Commerce, Hon Simon O'Brien MLC has approved a
variation to retail trading hours in the Perth Special Trading Precinct (STP) on the public
holiday of Friday, 28 October 20'11, to coincide with the first day of the Commonwealth
Heads of Government l\.4eeting (CHOGM).

General retail shops in the Perth STP will now be able to trade from 8am until gpm on that
day. in a bid to attract people into the City centre to enjoy the CHOGIVI festivities, which will
be officially opened by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth ll.

The variation will enable consumers and retailers to participate in the CHOGNI events in the
City centre, including the Commonwealth Festival and the Royal Motorcade, and leaves the
decision of whether to util ise the extended tradino hours with individual retailers and
consumers.

The variation will apply to the Perth STP general retail shops only. The retail trading hours of
the other STPS in Fremantle, Joondalup, Armadale and l/ ' l idland remain unchanged for the
public holiday. General retail shops within these precincts will be able to trade from 8am and
spm on this day.

Prior to requesting the [.4inister to facilitate the variation, the Western Australian CHOGM
Steering Committee consulted with various bodies including the Retail Traders' Association,
Unions WA, and the Chsmber of Commerce and Industry, who responded positively to the
orooosed variation.

The Order giving effect to this variation was published in the Government Gazette on 1 July
201 1. I would appreciate it if you could inform your members of this variation.

Yours sincer{

. (

n#",4 u\frin""o t
STATE DIRECTOR
201'l Commonwealth

'13 Ju ly  2011

Heads of Governmeni Meeting
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