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Date:  4 October 2011 
 
Hon Wayne Swan MP 
Deputy Prime Minister & Treasurer 
Parliament House  
CANBERRA  ACT  2600 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Deputy Prime Minister & Treasurer 
 
Re: INDEPENDENT CONTRACTORS 
 
I refer to the two attached Media Releases by the Hon Bruce Billson MP, Shadow Minister for Small 
Business, Competition Policy and Consumer Affairs that sets out the fact that you, with the 
knowledge that the union movement intended to address the question of independent contractors 
at your tax summit, however no invitation was extended to the Independent Contractors Australia. 

This stands as a most reprehensible act on your part and on the part of your Government that 
clearly demonstrates an acute bias by your Government towards the union movement, in the 
words of Bruce Billson, an “ideological assault on independent contractors”. 
 
In the words of Bruce Billson, it will indeed be a test for your Government to see if its deeds live up 
to the words of the Prime Minister and Bill Shorten, who have claimed that “helping people to be 
their own boss, is part of the dream of working people too” and promised not to “make life 
difficult for self‐employed working people" respectively. 
 
It is axiomatic that an attack on independent contractors is an attack on small business, and that 
seriously reflects on your Government’s policies concerning small business in general. 
 
 

 
Yours faithfully 

Combined Small Business Alliance  
of Western Australia Inc. (CoSBA)  

 
OLIVER MOON 
Chief Executive Officer 

cc.: Julia Gillard, Prime Minister; Tony Abbott, Leader of the Opposition; Senator Nick Sherry, Minister for 
Small Business; Eric Abets, Shadow Minister for Workplace Relations; Bruce Billson, Shadow Minister for Small 
Business; Independent Contractors Australia. 
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